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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of : Confirmation No. 3494 

Gary E. WHEAT etal : Group Art Unit: 1763 

Serial No.: 10/029,311 : Examiner: Richard R. BUEKER 

Filed: December 20, 2001 : 

For: GAS DISTRIBUTOR FOR VAPOR COATING 
METHOD AND CONTAINER 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT PURSUANT TO 37 
CFR l.S6> 1.97 and 1.98 rPRIOR TO FIRST OFFICE ACTIONS 

Mail Stop 313(c) 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 



NOV I B 2003 



'<^rr C m / 



In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .56. 1 .97 and 1 .98, Applicants request the Examiner to make 
of record the documents listed on the attached PTO-1449 form. Copies of the listed documents 
that are not U.S. patent documents are also enclosed.. In accoixlance with MPEP 609, Ifeg 
Exmi_n<n- is requested to initial the documents listed on the attached PTO-1449 fom in the space 
provided, make a co py of the initialed form, and return the cotiv to Aupiicants* attorney . This 
paper and the enclosed documents are being submitted in accordance with 37 CFR L97(bX4)» 
i.e., after the filing of a request for continued examination and prior to a first Office Action on 
the merits. 

The documents listed on the attached PTO-1449 form came to Applicants' attorney's 
attention as a result of a European Search Report (copy enclosed) for the European patent 
application corresponding to the above application, U.S. Patent 4,148,275 listed in the enclosed 
European Search Report was previously cited by Applicants, The relevance of the listed 
documents to the claims of the corresponding European patent application is indicated at page 2 
of the enclosed European Search Report. 
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With regard the copies of the documents that are not in English, Applicants are submitting 
enclosed English abstracts of the$e documents. Applicants submit that the submission of these 

English abstracts, as well as the enclosed European Search Report that refers to these documents, 
satisfies the "concise explanation" requirement of 37 CFR 1 .9S(a)(3)(i) 



Respectfully submitted. 
For Gary E. WHEAT et al 

Eric W. Guttag J 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 28,853 
(513)229-0383 
Customer Number 3 1838 

Novembeir 19» 2003 
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^ Goode, Ian Roy 

London Patent Operation 

fieneral Electric International, Inc. 

15 John Adam Street 

London WC2N 6LU 
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European 
Patent Office 
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1 (J. S ^ R:2^cA»rvc^ 



10.11.03 



130V-14196/9117 • 


Anmorajina Nr./ftppHcailofi tvto /D»mflndo n '.;J*aiom Nr /PiitBnt No ^Brewi n*. 

02258746.3-2119- 


Ai)iii«Mer/AppiKitnW«manci«uH|'iirtMnnh«lMp'Pmpii£:iaf/|-iiuit)im 

GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 



COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits as an enclosure the European search report for the 
abovo-mentioneo Eufopoar^ patent applfcation. 

If af^ficable, copies of the cJocoments ciied in the European search report are attached. 

D Additional set(8> of copies of the cJocunDenis cited in the Europear^ seairen report is (aie) er^dosed 
as wetf, 

Tha toliowing speciricatians given lay the applicant have been approved by the Search Division: 
GQ abstract CD title 

O The at)«traci was modtffed fry the Search Divtsionana the aetiniiive text is attacbed to this 
cojvjmur^ication, 



The following figure wiil be published together with the abstract: 



REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

it applicable under Anicle 10 l^ules relating to tees, a Separate COmniuhicaiion 
1 lom the Receiving Sectioi^ on the refund of the search tee win toe sent later. 
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EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Appll&atton Numbv 

EP 02 25 S746 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Y.D 



Cit9tiqn Of document with inoicatinn. where aDpropr^ta, 

. cf relevgftt passage s. „ 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF UAPAN 

vol, 006, no. 238 (E-144). 

26 November 198Z (1982-11-26) 

& OP 57 138128 A (TOKYO SHIBAURA DENKI 

KK). 26 August 1982 (1982-08-26) 

* abstract * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol . 016, no. 093 (C-0917), 

6 March 1992 (1992-03-06) 

& OP 03 277325 A (TOSHIBA CORP), 

9 Decenober 199X (1991-12-09) 

* abstract * 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol. 010, no. 217 (£-423), 
29 July 1986 (1986-07-29) 
& OP 61 G54617 A (FUJITSU LTD). 
18 March 1986 (1986-03-18) 

* abstract * 

US 4 148 275 A (BENDEN ROBERT S ET AL ) 

10 April 1979 (1979-04-10) 

* column 3, line 16 - line 51 * 

us 3 778 298 A (KANETAKE N ET AL ) 

11 December 1973 (1973-12-11) 

* column 3, line 34 - line 56; figure 4 » 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 1997, no. 12, 

25 December 1997 (1997-12-25) 

& JP 09 213648 A (SANYO ELECTRIC CO LTD), 

15 August 1997 (1997-08-15) 

* abstract + 
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ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. 



EP 02 25 8746 



This annex lists the paloni family tnembafsrelatino to the palant dccuments oltsd in ihe abovo-nientlonecf Eurooeon search r«uort 
The members are as contamea in aia europsan Pawn: Dtiice edp we en 

The European Patertt Otfice is In no ivayJtable tor inesn particijlafs which are merely given tar Ihe purpose of infwmeiinn. 

03-11-2003 



Patent cJocwrnent 
Cited irk sQarch t&fXKt 



Pitblicatioti 
date 



Patem (nrnUy 



Publication 
data 



Jp 


57138128 


A 


26-08- 












Jp 


03277325 


A 




-T QQ1 










Jp 


61054617 


A 


18-03- 


-1986 


NONE 








us 


4148275 


A 


10-04- 


'1979 


US 


4132816 


A 


02-01-1979 












AU 


509836 


B2 


29-05-1980 












AU 


2136477 


A 


27-07-1978 












BE 


851179 


Al 


31-05-1977 












BR 


7700984 


A 


01-11-1977 












CA 


1090208 


Al 


25-11-1980 












DE 


2707225 


Al 


01-09-1977 












DK 


53277 


A .8, 


26-08-1977 












FR 


2342351 


Al 


23-09-1977 












QB 


1543704 


A 


04-04-1979 












IL 


51270 


A 


30-11-1979 












IT 


1075352 


B 


22-04-1985 












JP 


1077520 


C 


25-12-1981 












JP 


52103335 


A 


30-08-1977 












JP 


56018671 


B 


30-04-1981 












JP 


1245570 


C 


25-12-1984 












JP 


S605I569 


A 


09-05-1981 












JP 


59019938 


B 


10-05-1984 












NL 


7700816 


A .B. 


29-08-1977 












NO 


770595 


A 


26-08-1977 












SE 


441603 


& 


21-10-1985 












SE 


7701414 


A 


26-08-1977 


us 


3778298 


A 


11-12- 


1973 


NONE 








OP 


09213648 


A 


15-08- 


1997 


NONE 
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Application Numbkjr 

Piling Date 

First Named Inventor 


lete If Known 
10/029,311 

12/20/200) 
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Art Unit 


1763 


Examiner Name 


R. R. BUEKER 
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Atcornoy Docket Number 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
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Dowmont Number 
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MM-DD-YYYY 
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04/10/1979 
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us- 
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Foralgn Patent Docuntsnt 
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fUtevant l>s«aaffes or 






Counby Code'-Niimtei^-Kirtcl Ci]de>Cf known) 








JP 0<>213648 


08/15/1997 


Sanyo Electric Co- Ltd. 




Abstract 






JP 61054617 


03/18/1986 


Fujitsu Ltd. 










JP 03277325 


12/09/199) 


Toshiba Corp, 




AbstiBCt 






JP S7138I28 


08/26/1982 


Toshiba Corp. 

























OTHER PRrOR ART ^ NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examlnar 
Initial** 


Cite 


Irclucte name of the aitttior (in CAPITAL LETTERS), litie of the article {when appropriate), title of the item (book, 
madazine. journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.). date. p9ge{s) votume-iBsue numl3ef(8), publisher, city and/or 
oojntry where published. 
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